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SUB J : RTG AND MIDDLE EAST OIL 

REFON A. BANGKOK 18625 (NOTAL) 

B. BANGKOK 18667 

1. THE DECEMBER 9 "BANGKOK POST" QUOTES A STATEMENT BY 
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER CHARTCHAI CHUNHAWAN DEMANDING THAT 
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LANDS SEIZED IN 1967 TO THE ARABS. HE IS FURTHER QUOTED AS 
SAYING THAT ISRAEL SHOULD HELP THE UAR TO REOPEN THE SUEZ 
CANAL TO FACILITATE TRADE AND REDUCE FREIGHT RATES BETWEEN 
EUROPE AND ASIA. 

2. CHARTCHAI, ACCOMPANIED BY OTHER RTG OFFICIALS, IS DEPAR- 
TING DECEMBER 12 TO NEGOTIATE FOR MIDDLE EAST OIL IN EXCHANGE 
FOR THAI COMMODITIES. THE THAI DELEGATION PLANS TO MEET WITH 
VARIOUS ARAB REPRESENTATIVES IN BEIRUT DECEMBER 12-13, AND 
WITH SAUDI ARABIAN OFFICIALS IN RIYAD DECEMBER 14-16. CHART- 
CHAI IS REPORTED TO HAVE SUGGESTED THAT, AS A*LONG-TERM MEA- 
SURE, THAI OIL REFINERIES SHOULD CONSIDER INVITING INVESTMENTS 
FROM ARABIA, KUWAIT, AND OTHER MIDDLE EAST OIL COUNTRIES IN 
THEIR PLANTS AS IOINT VENTURES TO ENSURE REGULAR PETROLEUM SUPBE 
PLIES. 

3. CHARTCHAI'S TRIP TO SAUDI ARABIA, REPORTED IN REF A AS 
CANCELLED, IS NOW ON. CHARTGHAI’S STATEMENT IS DESIGNED TO 
UNDERLINE THE PREVIOUS ASEAN PRESS STATEMENT REF B) WHICH 
THE ARABA HAD MILDLY CRITICIZED FOR NOT BEING SO STRONG AS 
THE STATEMENT THE EEC ISSUED. THE RTG HOPES THAT THE CURRENT 
CHARTCHAI ANNOUNCEMENT WILL SMOOTH THE PATH FOR THE THAI DELE- 
GATION'S VISIT TO THE MIDDLE EAST. 

KINTNER 
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